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REPCRT O ELEPHANT DISTRIBUTION
IN SAVE RIVER REGION, SOUTHERN MOCAMBIQUE

1. Localization of the area,

See enclosed nap.

2 vegetation

Basically, the azrea is & savamma-thicket mozaic country,
with woodland or thickets of 3Jrachvste~ia rlaucescens; Colophospermum
mopane woodland or savanna-woodland; Combretum-Terminalia-icacia tree-
savanna or savanna~woodland; Androstachys "forest"; short Hypaxrhenia
gavanna and patches of open tree savanna or grassland,

3 VWater

The only true wnermanent superficial water in Zinave Ilational
Park is the Save River, Meanvhile, in some years there are few small
pools that have water durins the peak of the dry season.

In the lorth bank -~ IHunting Concession - the situat%on is
the same, except in the cocstal belt (approzimately between 34 45! and
the Ccean) where there are soveral permanent snall lakes,

4 Elephant distribution and numbers

Last week ground survey - after I sent the telegram - showed
that Zinave National Parii elevhant population is at the moment between
400 and 500 animals, concentrated around Zinave and also a few in other
areas, mainly Fanzila (1) and Setache (2),

According to the vhite hunters working in the huntihg conces-
sion, the elephant ponulation of that area iz about 700, Apparently,
the nunbers increased graduslly during the last two nmonths.



Unfortunately I lLiave no accurate distribution of the elephants
on the North Bank, but according to the same informers the elephants move
around all the marked arca,.

See enclosed maps,

5e Movements

During a Tlight at the end of ¥arch of 157C, over North and
South Bank of Save River (Sofsrilondia Concession) I found a minimum of
%368 elephant in the crea that i now Zinove National Park, and also a

minimum of 385 in the huntin: crea. I did not find any signs of movement
to the south, buf found o few treils to the east and wony to the west.
This flight was not a true census, but only a reconnaissance. I flew in

Al

very broad lines, varying vetween 2 and 12 i broad.
y ying

Last week of Woveniver, 12970, after the first rains, in the
region that is now Zinave 'ational Park we had o heavy emigration "from
one day to another",

A ground survey showed 20 anircls and flight at the same time
did not show any movement to south or to cast,

Unfortunately, a defect in the airplare impeded {further survey.

lMeanvhile, I guess that this emigration tod:the direction west
(I would like to know if was noted af same time aay imnigration into

Gonaxrezhou, from east).

In November, 1972, I found a2 herd of c. 50, few km east of
Massemane., I believe that these animals had come from the Zinave area,.

During ground survey last April, we countcd in Zinave National
Park, at least 575 elephants,

Unfortunately it was not yet possible to make = true census,
using an airplane,

From the meagre data that is available looks like the Zinave
elephant populations are not subject to heavy emigration or immigration.

Meanwhile, I do believe that until 1371 the clephents of
Zinave area had heavy iuovenents Letween Gonarezhou and Zinave,

I am guite sure that the movement of the clerhants of Save
region (Bafarilondic hunting orca and Zinave llational Tark ) was not
influenced = at least during the lact decade = by huniting pressure, The
clients only took a few males and I do not beclicve that this small dis-
turbance had any influcnce on the movements.

As is suggested by tlie recent Rhodesia Wildlife Department
over licssangena region, the elephants do not move in vecent times in,
considerable numbers between Zinave arca and the regions situated more
to the west.



That is not 2 surprise {or me because Massangend region has
been tremendously worked by M.C.1.

Until the end of 1971 they did o lot of gane eliminotion,
After that, they had opencd roads all over the wlace, and heove been
using chemical poisons to control the tsectse fly Ag far as 1 know
the sprayinz lhas becen done from the ground and every single tree has
been sproyed with the poison, Probadly this causes the unprlatability

of most of the elephant food in the reglon. in the current yecar, the
region has been surveyed by helicopter and several Depaxtnents have been
working in the area with the moiive of preparing the region for human

ocoupation, Besides thet, many tribesmen's cattle have been moved from
the south to the iassarsena reglon,

A1l that disturbonce nas inpeded the recolonization of the
area by elephant and probably will form a barrier to future elephant
movenent between Zinave and Gonarczhou or vice versa.

Meanwhile, ‘¢ can expect movements in futurce, taxing a route
gouth of M,C.T. area. I this movement will occur, will be, I guess,
between December and :lay,

Zinave elephant have some novement to the cast, normally
during the wmarule fruit season, Such movenents do not involve many
animals and the ones that move, come again to Zinave Hational Park after
a short time.

Duc to the vnrojected gccupation of the rezgion cast of Zinave
National Yark such movement vill stop or decrease in future.

The actual moveunents from Zineve to the south, or vice versa,
arc of no significant value, and I do believe that they only occur very,
very scldon,

T expect due to several reasons, including the existence of
prime habitat for elepnonts, a nopulation explosion of clephants in the
coming yecars in Zinave ational Iark,

I do not know of any movement of clephant to the west of the
Hunting Arca, The only movements I know of are northesouth and vice
versa,

Hovements across the Save River are quite frevucent and, as
far as I know, the animals coming from the north do not stay for long in
the south.

During caju (cashew) znd Sclerocarya {ruit seasons, +he
elephant also move north, into iicchaze cnd Lspungabers regions.

Hoviever, two monthg, ago, 1 heard that a herd of :lephant was
in the Pembi and Honde regions

G Actual distribution of superficisl water
Zinave National Park:

Szve River, and pools Malongodjce, Nhawkwere (around (2)
and Panzila,



Hunting Arvea:
Seve River, a few pools ot Repembe River, several small

lakes around Gupata and some uvater in Gorongosc and Moxeia River,
also around Gupata.

T Hunting canps
Sec enclosed map,

Obviously therec arc no hunting oamps ot Zinave Notional
Park,

The last hunting client ot Zinave section was during 1971;
Panzila had two clieunts during 1972,

S Humbers of glephants shot by clients
The numbers were voricble with the number of clients,

o that is now National Park, an

Previous 1972, in the are
st year, two.

average olf 15 bulls were shot; la

In the north, previous,1972, on averase of 25 Dbulls were
shot; after, about 15.

The poaching is not very heavy an the elephonts. Last
year we lost 8 in the south and 10 in the north.

Jogse Luis P, Lobao Tello




